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ijn^JLoathinfir in the Burner 

ncmn tt . a., it were. anything but crocodile tears o-er Maybe mat's 

That phrase is permanently etched White House speechwriter Pair. ok incredible, furr; 



watching, as it were. 



Hunter S. Thompson on some grey rim In the bads of my Buchanan’s tragic analysis of the hollow. Looks r r 

brain. Nobody who was at the corner Nixon debacle. “It’s like Sisyphus ' lie and even back 
of Michigan and Balboa on that said. "We rolled the rock ail the way of President Ni\. 
Wednesday night in August of 1968 up the mountain ... and it rolled has happened i 
will ever forget it, right back down on us.” seem so queer! - . 



. . the milkman left me a note 
sstiV'day. . . 

"let out oj this town by noon, 




that it is hard to 
years and see th 
other way. 



WOODY ’ CREEK, Col; •. — Smange . j b ' ad 
pitapn for a strange yeard andvno v 
eai point in explaining it -either. I 
aren’t had a milkman’ 'since .T Wmmmm 
■t. years old. I used to. nde^around 
the route 

ad to' dther pay 

Those were always unsettling. Jpjjxt^l 
-some ha!f-aw'ak'eytmiddle'- a ged.hbuse-yTihSfe®a^ 
-ife yelling at me in.ther bathrobey/alnjo's^'a: 
trough the screenr-dobri BUt: I iwas"?nyin|i^| 
cold-hearted ;liUl& .Basu.rd-'ih those'ythugigvfi 
ays. ‘Sorry' ma’am, .but my boss out Governor 
here its Ute -truck says 1 can’t leave almost e 
sese .bottles here unless you give 
2i46-- ■ . - ” _ “ CLc-tater 

■ No argument .e.vetlfazed raei'.'I ' daUbt"'*'B^^ i 
hat' I;-; even heard, the words. I ; wa». iwSc*?:-® 
sere to. collect,, rot to listen ana i _ > ” t ? 
icttt't 'give.' a hoot in hell if -they paid’ ■ 1 ^ 
r not; all JL really .icartHi^abbut wasslwllB^^I 
ie adren&Un rush- mat cams t| 

oriating across people’s front lawns, ‘ ; 

imping hedges, and hitting that slow-'- A, 
suicr truck, before it had to., stop sod; • ’ 
fait for me. , - - ‘ “ 

The^e Is some ' kind of heavy 
action between that memory and 
;&y I feet, right now about. this atuikfsK3 : !h % 
!g '-'year .that- just ended: Everybody/ a . {aiW . re 
talk to seems very excited about it; tloas tft2 
God damn, mini it was a -fantastic f oa “ der< 
ear,” . (hey-. .say.; "Maybe -fee most in- :} 

redibie vear in our .history.” ' i *° ^ ea 

. who disi 

.Which. is probably true. I remember ernment’ 
finking that way, myself, back on versive. 
iiose hot summer mornings when. John a t least, 
lean's face lit my tube day after day with- an 
. . incredible. Here was this crafty that is 
tile ferret going down the pipe right waving < 
v fro>r of our eyes and taking Richard gate spe 
lixem with him. fart of" ? 



i#/^'»ng fl sk questions later. that sour 1&6S election rang dov, 

B■ swS||^• : ?any•- of. those six hundred valiant A' 8 - certain on career politicians, 
fools who rode in The Charge of the This is the. horror of American pol 
8|8$k /Brigade had any . doubts about t(cs today-- not that Richard Nixc 
ifchkt;£hey were doing, they kept it to iin{ ‘ ; hl * >'ver< - . nave been cripple 
|^i|mSeive$. There is no room in Cru- t-O'ivscted. indicted, msgracsd and.eve 
'«n- - 5sades, especially at the command level, !“ iier ~ but 109 ’ t‘ fi8 on *y availabi 

B ^jS^people who ask “Why?”-' ^either ■ ‘tcnianves are not much better; il 
:Sbyphus nor the commander of the same ; d»n* -oHcr.tion hurced-oi 
Brigade nor Pat Buchanan had ^ acKS vv no "‘ ! / e 088(1 fbuiiag ours 
time or' any real - inclination to W!lh ' i tnc,r for the &! 

tf "Eftf question what they were doing. They tvv _ ent y ye.<iS- 
crank -were Good Soldiers, True Believers 5 ' !C ' W ;oR & oh «.ord, how long/ Ah 
1 tos&ggf. and when the. .orders came down , - r fl uc i\,.'. o; : i | c f vyi!i v;e have to wi 
c " . ~z~ ibovs thev did- 'o - to be J elo;c -some- ;u?u-pt/\vered s nark , *5^1 
m. on "done: Execute. a fistful of answers will finally bnp 

either ' " ’ us face-t>> face. v/ir.h :hc uglv questib 

ut he 'Which- is. admirable in a -queer..: kind tiia i is ^idy so/dose to the surfac 
n-hiM-^y - ' •: exce P t ^ Sisyphus got i n this- -country. -.mac sooner or Iat< 
-long'J? ashed t L1 ^ Srigade slaughtered, - e ven politicians will have to cot 
d Pat Buchanan will survive. in tlie w {th. it'-* ; 

,4 footnotes of history w.a kind of half- ^ the democracy' won i, all tS 
^^nhddpavy .Crockett on the walls of risks and j, rob!erns that ■ neccssaril 
Nixon’s Alamo a martyr, to the bitter g0 wich , t? Or, would we alibehaopS 
’mum w 3 “.flawed” cause and a narrow, by admitting that the whole thing wi 
:Aipjatavistic concept of Conservative pbh- a !ark from lhe start a . d ,. n o w the 
that : has dene .more damage u»if hasn't worked out to 'Heir with 1 
® -‘If itself and the country in less than six , Tbat m iikman who made r-e hi 
■f^eb’ ye '® rS tf 'an its liberal enemies could bagman wasno fool. I cco’k mv ordei 
•orAr. h ^ ve d<me in Uv0 or tMee decades. ^ him and it uev „ t n CCU; -r t "d to ra 



- . . - . . 



s almost too good 
Milhous Nixon, it 







S^SSsefSSfasxt 

f/JZy 4 

S$#3fe$KI 



V^&si&i* --r' - -; *. T < 



_aHy, in Japan, as kingpin 



•casOns of healti 
:< mosiifii 
it will he ,a naS 
su*t a iuaiiitCift^ 



K gMPMR 

utlon. No doubt there 
plH time arid-space are 

© , real question is 
ifKp is mad enptigS to 
<PW Wyaar both foe 
■^e? people by resorting 



wealthy toil.^^|ikp= 



css to bis 
■companion, - 



ligh fsver . 'iad'; yehgefu 
’aitbfus see; stare .and. 



nisir *>q^^ 



ivora * paranoia ■ ..was-.-. no longer men- 
uoned, except ss if joke or’ by yahoos, 
in,-rera>us ;c^vsrea.ticms ■.'*ab0utc : ,ha- 

. ^mipg 

r 1» cue" od&;.^ most 

seem to favor it-'EcA there’ that painful 

i few 1 dth?rs— ail: based on .the ' ' 

joss^ility.- that’ ?^cfcpfd;jNii^n/r%^ 

have no inietitiOK; at all angsL What- 

;. He iuH may, 

?d out a hst-dit.ch, D-Day style -'seieniS almost ;M^de'.the;-poiht. He ha,*- 
plan that would turn tfco tide been; down in ; bis, bunker for . so Ion*. 



4 Sattle Phn. 



’ A '-/' •***PW,H 

r*. 



■> y ',■ c ■ r !non?o;.. J Lei 7 by 
die sr.d able-bodied males 
for tiie invasion/ occupa- 
. . . but it would a iso 



rt". 



to 



rank up the economy to a wartime 

most disturbing * ev<i! an d give the Federal Govora- 
emerged from last mer, t unlimited "emergency powers.” 
.-.carings was not so 2) In exchange, for Russian support 
- ,-n.e and criminality o? ^ or our violent seizure of «i! Middle 
>m-«r but tit* aggres- “ ast oil res,irves > the United States L 
ta^'.in character of his would a « ree t0 support a "pro-emotive I 
whole Administration. It is uglv to nuclear strike” against targets inf 
know just how clow we came to meet- C , hl " a - destroying at least 90 per cent 
in g Orweb's deadline. °* tilat ^on’s industrial capacity and 

Meanwhile, it is tempting to dismiss T f duc ^ n 8 population to a skats of i 
the ominous fact that Richard Nixon ^naos, jsamc and famine for the next _ ... 

s still the President. The spectra of ‘* un< "*® years. This would end the 
mpeachment lends more and more ■ ^9^®* about China, guar- 

/, eight to the probability, of his fore- 

ration. If i were a gambling person-^- see f%f 
which I am, wheue\-CT;yppssibj«#^4i' 

■vculd bet that ■ 

‘ ' ‘ ^ ^ 



'ime on ail 

-* the jams in a desperate bid for .** 

yrdom, and,.;?'he^ 



:ut 
ran.) 

forever. -to a ufe of brooding isdlationli^MiM 
>r. ope of 
steads in 

Th,™ m%s 



3ebe I -o cod he v. ., ,p< d " d he « c 
most of 
ti$ memoirs-. 



aost of hit d^y.right ; hours <iictatiJ5g4 v *' 1 ^ 

tent state of a ?.''t* w 0di4 have been last ‘year. 



leseJdary-W^i^';^^'‘dnIyi't^«hr,r^^'|®r‘%;rf#? r ® , ’r vas .-'?' *™ sense of 
ients 'on the island will • be Secret P 0 * 5 '' 1 ^ ii u ^ce r .ih',.'seeing “fate”, drive 
Service guards' assigned on a six- ‘-h^se. ■ moaev . t-iChangers out . of , the 
aoetft. rctatico hishr bjp; Acting Rresi- '-'Upi® tycy had worked so hard. to 
lent Gerald Ford-, v> ; I’ : r ,. .'•.. ;'., ;yrhe|. 



That 

vould 

fuite.-T 



f f* 

!r? V " f 1 i ' %\% 

%4t 



nth one afxoke sad sciitae .aay.'iEiova fhat -even his. friends,, wili feel nervosis 
or Impeachment. •-..' ' if he tries to .rc-emerge.' AJ1 v/e can 

Which brings .us. back to the ques- r ~alSy ask of him, at this point, is #. 
ion of nuclear war, or .■'..at.'-least-a. '.semblance of seff-restraint-untii some 
uick nuclear ikp against China, with way: can .be found to; get" rid of him 
he full and forma! support of our gracefully. 

id ally, Russia. ' .. > • This. is n ot a cheerful ptospect. for 

There is a fiendish simplicity in Nixon asyone else — but it 
his plan, a'Hitieresque logic so awful would be a hell of s lot easier to cope 
hat. I would rot even .think about with if we could pick. up a glimmer, of 
fin-tiny it unless I were absolutely car- hght at the end of this foul tunnel, of 
dn that Nixon was at least a year a F ear that only mad dogs and miik- 
heao of me in the plan and all its men c® 0 claim to have survived with- 
etails Even now, I suspect, he spends ou '~ serious brain damaga. 
ie test half hour of each day keeping. Or maybe it’s just; me'. It is ten 
constantly up »o date on one of below zero outside and the snow 

hasn’t stopped for two days. The sun 
>ias apparently been sucked into orbit 
behind the comet Kohcutek. Is this 
really ? new year? Are we bottoming 

0u!O 



is yellow legs* puds 

So here lc" u— the 
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Hunter S. Thompson is a wri 
k : : ; -ng Stone end author of “fu 
LoaUah^' On the Cannaign Trail 
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